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It is my honour to present Mount Allison University’s 2024-2025 
Giving Report.

Mount Allison donors have built a strong, supportive community 
and made our University a home away from home for generations 
of scholars. This past year, that extraordinary legacy continued as 
alumni and friends strengthened financial aid, enhanced the student 
experience, and championed new learning and wellness spaces. 
Thanks to you, Mount Allison continues to be a place where students 
can dream big and know they are not alone on their journey.

Together, Mount Allison University alumni and  
friends raised $15,500,847 in 2024-2025.

In this report, we celebrate stories of generosity — from new 
scholarships that honour loved ones and create opportunities 
for young people, to programs that foster leadership and critical 
thinking, to the incredible power of volunteerism in paying it 
forward. Every gift, including yours, helps Mount Allison inspire, 
educate, and serve both our students and our community.

As always, the impact of support for Mount Allison extends well 
beyond campus. In this year’s report you will read about the new 
Scott McCain and Leslie McLean Centre for Health and Wellness, a 
vital sports and recreation facility for Mount Allison and the region. 
You will also discover Together Time, a powerful literacy and early 
learning program that connects our students and faculty members 
with local kindergartens and elementary schools.

These and many other initiatives demonstrate the extraordinary 
reach of Mount Allison, showing how students, faculty, staff, alumni, 
volunteers, and donors come together to make a lasting difference.

Our donors are a deeply committed and caring group, and it is truly 
a privilege to work alongside you. Thank you for another wonderful 
year of generosity and impact.

Sincerely,

C O U R T N E Y  P R I N G L E - C A R V E R
Vice-President, University Advancement

G I V I N G  R E P O R T  2 4 - 2 5G I V I N G  R E P O R T  2 4 - 2 5

32

TOGETHER TIME
MOUNT ALLISON STUDENTS SHARE  
THE JOY OF LEARNING WITH HUNDREDS 
OF CHILDREN
Together Time brings Mount Allison students and 
faculty into partnership with pre- and elementary 
school children and their teachers to co-create 
unique learning opportunities.

Launched in 2021 with themed ‘story sacks’ — 
backpacks filled with books, puzzles, and games 
on topics from dinosaurs to friendship — the 
program now delivers close to 200 story sacks 
each year to more than 400 children at six schools. 
The story sacks encourage playful, literacy-focused 
learning.

Together Time has expanded to include day 
trips to Mount Allison, where children explore 
everything from the physics of sound to Canadian 
art, and visits by Mount Allison students to local 
classrooms.

Lily Schwartz and Tallulah MacNeil, Together Time interns and  
fourth-year students, build airport-themed story sacks.

Dozens of Mount Allison students volunteer with 
Together Time, developing story sacks, leading 
campus programming, and assisting teachers in 
local schools — gaining valuable experience while 
making a tangible impact in the community.

“One of my favourite memories is working with an 
elementary school, providing classroom support 
and one-on-one mentoring, and then welcoming 
those same children to Mount Allison for a campus 
visit,” says fourth-year student Lily Schwartz. “I 
could truly relate to the excitement of welcoming 
students to your classroom, and I will never forget 
how excited they were and how much fun they 
had learning and playing at our University.”

Together Time is generously supported by the 
Walker Wood Foundation, whose recent gift funds 
new story sacks, transportation costs for school 
visits, and paid student internships.

For fourth-year student Tallulah MacNeil, the 
internship was transformative. After volunteering 
hosting children on campus and working within 
a local school, she spent summer 2025 in a paid 
position designing new story sacks.

“I have really enjoyed taking a more active and 
formal role in developing the program, and it’s 
nice to have something I care deeply about double 
as a part-time job,” says MacNeil. “Working behind 
the scenes has shown me how much care goes 
into every detail of Together Time. I hope others 
see that too and want to be a part of it — because 
I think that together we can make a difference.”

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT
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20 YEARS,  
166 SCHOLARS
The Class of 1978 Leadership Scholarship has 
made a transformational difference in the lives of 
166 students. Members of the Class of ’78 decided 
to create the scholarship more than 20 years ago 
and continue to donate and grow its impact.

“This scholarship helped me achieve my goals and 
made me a better student,” says Josh Stevenson 
(’25), a graduate of the philosophy, politics, and 
economics (PPE) program. “As I celebrate my 
convocation weekend, I can’t help but reflect on 
the experiences I have had — from my time as 
an assistant don in Windsor Hall, interning with 
the YMCA to support immigrants and newcomers 
to Canada, participating in campus clubs and 
societies, and becoming a teaching assistant in  
my fourth year. These and other experiences were 
life changing, and this scholarship helped make  
it possible.”Josh Stevenson (‘25)

MARJORY  
DONALDSON AWARD
Marjory Donaldson earned her Bachelor of Fine  
Arts from Mount Allison in 1951. She went on to  
study art abroad and spend decades practicing art  
and leading arts organizations and galleries in  
New Brunswick. After Donaldson passed away 
in 2023, her estate established the Marjory 
Donaldson Museum and Curatorial Studies Award.

“As a student that relies on work, bursaries, and 
loans to afford schooling, this award is a great 
help,” says recipient Louisa Thürler. “I have been 
learning so much in my courses and am excited to 
graduate from the same program as Marjory.”Marjory Donaldson (‘51)

NEW GRADUATE  
SCHOLARSHIP
The Greenidge Graduate Fellowship supports  
students in Mount Allison’s Master of Science 
program and was created by Dr. Dorothy 
Greenidge (’78), who has also supported 
research opportunities and student awards 
for undergraduate students. The inaugural 
recipients of the fellowship were Clare Yang, 
who studies salamanders as an invasive species 
in Newfoundland, and Lana Boyd (’24), who is 
examining the transmission of pathogens from 
animal to human.

“I really believe in what Mount Allison does and  
stands for,” says Greenidge. “It’s the whole package 
— the education, the professors, the class sizes, 
and the small community. The relationships you 
build and the opportunities you have because of 
the University’s unique setup will serve you well 
for the rest of your life and career.”

CELEBRATING THE McKENNA SCHOOL
Students, alumni, faculty, and supporters attended a special event celebrating the first five years of the  
Frank McKenna School of Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE).

The School provides students insights into the meaning of citizenship, how government works, the nature  
of justice, and the outcomes of economic systems and policies. It is one of Canada’s only PPE programs 
and is modelled after the well-established program at England’s University of Oxford.

Clare Yang

The Honorable Frank McKenna (LLD ’91) with PPE students.



Amanda Wynne Ellis (’00, ’01)
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“Amanda’s years 
at Mount A were some of 
her happiest times. The 
award is a testament to 
who she was and how 
many people she touched. 
Our hope is that it gives 
others the chance to have 
that Mountie Pride that’s 
so infectious here.”

Robin Lightfoot (’00) and Island Bernard-Docker (’25) Class of 2000 celebrates its 25th Reunion.

Bernard-Docker says the award’s financial help 
made a big difference, and she was pleased 
to discover that she and Ellis shared a love 
for animals. After Ellis’ passing, donations in 
her honour were directed to the local animal 
shelter and humane society. Bernard-Docker has 
volunteered at the Cochrane, AB, shelter since 
eighth grade.

During Reunion, the Class of 2000 announced new 
donations in support of the Amanda Wynne Ellis 
Award, hoping to have an even larger impact on 
future students.

“Amanda’s years at Mount A were some of her 
happiest times,” says Lightfoot. “The award is a 
testament to who she was and how many people 
she touched. Our hope is that it gives others 
the chance to have that Mountie Pride that’s so 
infectious here.”

REMEMBERING 
AMANDA WYNNE 
ELLIS
“YOU COULD TELL AMANDA WAS ONE OF 
THOSE PEOPLE THAT LIT UP A ROOM.”
Amanda Wynne Ellis (’00, ’01) had a remarkable 
gift for keeping the people she loved close, no 
matter how far life scattered them. She found 
ways to bridge the kilometres and years, staying in 
touch, maintaining ties, and often serving as the 
very glue that held friend groups together. This is 
how Amanda Ellis is remembered.

“There was something special 
about Amanda,” says Robin Lightfoot 
(’00). “She was always very present — a 
kind, magnetic, and thoughtful human 
that made you feel truly seen. I was very 
lucky to be her friend.”

Ellis was from Calgary, AB, and earned a Bachelor 
of Science (honours) and Bachelor of Arts from 
Mount Allison before earning a law degree from 
Dalhousie University. She was known as a spirited 
Allisonian who loved Sackville.

After Ellis passed away in 2019, her family and 
friends created the Amanda Wynne Ellis Award in 
her memory. It supports science students from 
Alberta and is renewable.

In May, award recipient Island Bernard-Docker (’25) 
had the opportunity to meet with Ellis’ classmates, 
who were on campus to celebrate their 25th 
Reunion.

“It was a really cool experience,” says Bernard-
Docker. “Based on what everyone had to say about 
her, you could tell Amanda was one of those 
people that lit up a room when she walked in it.”



In front of the future Scott McCain and Leslie McLean Centre  
for Health and Wellness. Scott McCain (‘78), Leslie McLean (‘81), 
incoming Chancellor George Cooper (‘89), Monty, Vice-President  
of University Advancement Courtney Pringle-Carver, Vice-Chair 
of the Board of Regents Paul Henry (‘85), and President and  
Vice-Chancellor Ian Sutherland.
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Scott McCain (’78, LLD ’20) and Leslie McLean (’81) 
are proud Mount Allison alumni and dedicated 
philanthropists who are passionate about active 
living and healthy communities. For the couple, 
supporting Mount Allison’s new sports and 
recreation centre was an obvious choice.

“We like that it will be a multi-purpose facility, 
serving both students and the community in a 
broad range of activities,” says McCain. “It will host 
soccer, football, volleyball, pickleball, and many 
other indoor and outdoor sports, some at the same 
time, and there is going to be a walking track, 
which will be great for seniors.”

After discussions with the University, the couple 
made a leadership gift to the building, which will 
be named the Scott McCain and Leslie McLean 
Centre for Health and Wellness in honour of their 
generosity.

“Having the facility be accessible was very 
important to me,” says McLean. “My background 
is in health care and both Scott and I care about 
social justice so we want to help create a facility 
that will open transformative health experiences 
to everyone.”
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Leslie McLean (’81) and Scott McCain (’78, LLD ’20)

Design rendering of the exterior of the Centre.

Leslie McLean and Scott McCain sharing their story with  
Mount Allison students and community members.

Leslie McLean, Scott McCain, and Mount Allison student-athletes and coaches at a pep rally, Homecoming Weekend 2025. 

The building will begin its life as an interim 
library facility while the R.P. Bell Library building 
undergoes extensive renovations and will then 
be transformed into a permanent sports and 
recreation complex. Support for the library and  
the health and wellness centre remains a 
fundraising priority for the University.

“Leslie and I are excited to watch the building 
develop in the years ahead,” says McCain. “Sports 
build character and social skills that you will use  
in the rest of your life, and this centre will make 
more of these experiences possible. Our gift is also 
really a reflection of the legacy left by our parents 
and the lessons they taught us about being 
philanthropic.”

McCain’s parents are Margaret McCain (’54, 
LLD ’95), former Mount Allison Chancellor and 
lieutenant governor of New Brunswick, and the 
late Wallace McCain (’51, LLD ’73), Canadian 
businessman and co-founder of McCain Foods.

“Both Scott and I have a 
long history with Mount Allison,” 
says McLean. “I’ve attended other 
universities and earned other degrees, 
but without question Mount Allison 
was the foundational one for me, both 
in terms of academics and social life. To 
be able to give back to this institution 
and honour Scott’s parents through 
philanthropy is amazing.”

The couple’s philanthropy with the University 
also includes student awards and the recent 
establishment of the Scott McCain and Leslie 
McLean Speaker Series, bringing prominent voices 
to campus to explore connections among physical 
health, community well-being, and leadership.

“The message I want to share with students is 
to take care of your physical health, your mental 
health, and your well-being — you deserve it,”  
says McLean.

A CARING MOUNT ALLISON COUPLE
BUILDING THE SCOTT McCAIN AND LESLIE McLEAN CENTRE FOR HEALTH AND WELLNESS
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“Mount A gave me a platform to do whatever I 
wanted to do,” says Anand. “When I was graduating 
from Mount A and thinking about my future, I 
found I had lots of choices and could get into 
whichever programs I applied to. I think that really 
showed the strength of Mount Allison.”

Anand earned a master’s degree from the London 
School of Economics, a law degree from Dalhousie 
University, and is one of Canada’s leading 
employment and labour lawyers. She has also 
stayed connected to her alma mater, recognizing 
the role Mount Allison played in getting her 
started in life and wanting to help others have a 
similar experience.

Anand chairs the executive committee of  
Mount Allison’s Board of Regents, the University’s 
governing body.

“What is gratifying about serving on the Board is 
everybody who comes to the table is passionate 
about Mount Allison and committed to its success,” 
she says. “We have representatives from many 
different constituencies and groups that offer 
expertise. There’s a mix of interests that come 
together for the greater good of Mount Allison.”

Anand is also co-chair of the Grace Annie Lockhart 
Sesquicentennial Celebrations, a series of events 
to mark the anniversary of Grace Annie Lockhart 
becoming the first woman in the British Empire 
to earn a bachelor’s degree. Lockhart earned her 
Mount Allison degree in 1875.

“Co-chairing this committee was an important 
role for me to take on because when I entered 
Mount Allison as a student, I was one of the first 
recipients of the University’s Grace Annie Lockhart 
Scholarships,” says Anand. “I thought it was 
amazing that the first woman university graduate 
was from Mount Allison. It made me both proud 
and inspired that I would become part of her 
legacy.”

Gita Anand and her father, Dr. S.V. Anand, arrive on campus in 1979 for Gita’s first day as a Mount Allison student.

Gita Anand (’82)

“Mount A gave 
me a platform to do 
whatever I wanted to do. 
When I was graduating  
from Mount A and 
thinking about my future, 
I found I had lots of 
choices and could get 
into whichever programs 
I applied to. I think 
that really showed the 
strength of Mount Allison.”

COMMITTED TO 
MOUNT ALLISON’S 
SUCCESS
GITA ANAND (’82) SHARES HER STORY OF 
CONNECTION AND VOLUNTEERISM
Gita Anand’s first visit to Mount Allison was 
when she was a high school student attending 
a one-week United Nations summer camp held 
on campus. She still remembers Alex Fancy, then 
Dean of Arts and Science, visiting with campers to 
talk about Mount Allison programs and life.

“I am so glad I made Mount Allison my choice,” 
says Anand, who studied History and Political 
Science, lived in Windsor Hall residence, and was 
active in social and academic clubs including as a 
member of the debating club.

Anand is pleased to now be using the 150th 
anniversary to raise awareness about Lockhart and 
Mount Allison’s role in her life, and to highlight 
for this generation of students and the wider 
community that there was a time when women 
had limited access to university education. 
Special celebrations were held during this year’s 
Convocation and Reunion, and more events are 
planned for 2025-26.

Anand encourages others to consider volunteering 
with the University, whether it be as a mentor to 
students, helping with recruitment, supporting 
athletics teams, or participating in governance.



THANK YOU 
LEGACY GIVING 
DONORS
The University’s Legacy Giving Society 
recognizes and celebrates the visionary 
philanthropy of friends and alumni who 
have confirmed that Mount Allison is part  
of their estate plans. Members receive 
special communications and invitations  
to select donor gatherings.

Additional information on legacy giving at 
Mount Allison can be found on our website: 
mta.ca/legacygiving

Giving to Mount Allison through your 
estate is an extraordinary opportunity to 
support future generations and ensure your 
passion for education and the Mount Allison 
community lives on.
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Dorothy J. Armstrong

Bruce Blandford & Ron 
Atkinson

Braydon Scully & Dawn Ayer

Janet Veniot Ayer

A. Victor Badian

Janet C. Bain

Gabrielle R. Becker

Laurel Boone

M. Lynn Boothroyd

Donald Boudreau

Peter White & Ross Borden

Randall & Diane Brooks

Rebecca C. Brown

Ian F. Cameron

Garland P. Brooks & Angus 
Campbell

Keltie Campbell

Joan Carlisle-Irving

Carol Anne Carlyle

Sandra Carrigan

Daniel B. Chadwick

Steve Clark

Marion E. Clarke

Ann Clipstone

Sheila Cole-MacDonald

Louise Cooke

David Cuthbertson

Kilby Delaney

Judi Denison

Stan Dunfield

Gary Foshay

Lorne M. Fox

Catherine & Doug Fraser

John French

Richard Fulford

Harvey & Judy Gilmour

George Goodwin

Robert Greenwood

John M. Grew

Marion Groundwater

Robert & Suzanne Gunn

Paul Hachey

George Hale

Joanne M. Hackett

Rosemary Harrington

Marilyn & Reid Harrison

Sharon Hart

Brent L. Hawkes

David Hawkins

Frank Hazel

Jennie Henderson

Cheryl Hodder

Jol & Maura Hunter

Jeanne E. Inch

George Inman

Richard & Pamela Joho

Glenn Josephson

Shaun Keyes

Judith Lave

Jane Lemon

Kathryn Levandier

Aileen Lewis

Diana Locke

Earle & Heidi Lockerby

Frank Lovely

Kenneth & Mary Lund

Douglas & June MacEachern

Margaret Machum

Catherine MacKenzie

Shauna MacKenzie

Albert & Brenda Medynski

Marcie Meekins

John R. & Vida C. Mercer

Sadie Miller

Michael I. Mohammed

Kathleen Morrell

Alastair A. Morrison

Kelvin & Cathy Nelson

Michael & Suzanne Nolan

Terry North

Bryan K. Parker

Donald W. Patterson

Joan Peggs

Judy Profitt

Margaret Pullin

Jill (Hemeon) Rafuse

Ivan & Sheila (MacKinnon) 
Richardson

Carol Jane Robertson

Robert Ross

Roger & Geraldine Roy

Romer & Susan Shewchuk

Donald MacLeod & Mary  
Alice Ryan

Alberta Smith

Vincent Stephen Smyth

Bob & Marilyn Stallworthy

Marc Truitt & Laura Snyder

Kathryn & Gordon Stanfield

Kevin Sterns

E. Nancy Stevens

Judith Symes

Anne M. Thibodeau

John Thorburn

Brian & Barbara Trenholm

Nancy Vogan

Christina Vroom

Pauline S. Watkins

Judith Weiss

Elizabeth A. Wells

Helen Pottle Wesanko

Anonymous (8)
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REMEMBERING A 
TRUE GENTLEMAN
SCHOLARSHIP HONOURS THE LIFE AND 
GENEROSITY OF TOM HIERLIHY (’63)
When Tom Hierlihy passed away earlier this year, 
his family and friends wanted to do something 
that would honour the kind, selfless, dependable, 
and well-respected man they so loved and 
admired.

MORE 
MOUNT 
ALLISON 
NEWS
•	 Alumni and friends donate $181,027 

to the Mountie2Mountie Fund in 
2024-25, providing 70 students with 
scholarships and bursaries.

•	 The Medavie Health Foundation  
supports Mount Allison’s registered 
social worker position and one-on-one 
consultative care that addresses the 
diverse needs of students.

•	 The Owens Art Gallery celebrates  
its 130th anniversary. The gallery has 
played a central role in the cultural 
life of New Brunswick and is the oldest 
university art gallery in Canada.

•	 Scott Brady (’11) returns to his  
alma mater as head coach of the 
Mounties Football program.

•	 New Loewen Athletic Scholarships, 
supporting outstanding student-
athletes, commemorate the leadership 
and advocacy of Mount Allison’s ninth 
Chancellor, Lynn Loewen (’82), and the 
philanthropy of Lynn and her husband, 
David Loewen (‘82).

Tom Hierlihy (’63)

Tom Hierlihy, 1959-60

“Tom was so 
generous with family, 
friends, community, and 
this scholarship is now 
an important part of his 
legacy.”

“I thought, ‘what better way to honour him  
than a scholarship at Mount Allison, a place  
we are both very attached to’,” says Tom’s wife,  
Sue Hierlihy (’63). “Education is important in our 
family, and I want others to have the Mount A 
opportunity we were fortunate to have.”

Tom and Sue met in 1959 as first-year students at 
Mount Allison. They began dating in second year 
after Sue invited Tom onto the dancefloor at the 
Sadie Hawkins dance. Tom played on the varsity 
basketball team, the golf team, was a class rep, 
and was very involved in campus life. Shortly after 
graduation, Tom and Sue married and began their 
family, welcoming three children: Cathy, Lynn, and 
John. Seven grandchildren have been added over 
the years.

Sue says Mount Allison was a foundational part of 
the couple’s life, a place they loved returning to 
for alumni reunions and other events, and a cause 
they supported through gifts to the Class of 1963 
Bursary and other initiatives. Many other family 
members are also Mount Allison alumni — the 
earliest being a cousin of Tom’s who attended in 
the 1920s.

Tom Hierlihy had a successful career in accounting, 
and the family lived in Halifax and Montreal, 
before settling in Oakville, ON, where Tom was 
a partner at KPMG in Toronto. He was also a 
generous volunteer, giving his time and expert 
financial counsel to the United Way, Red Cross, 
Community Foundation of Oakville, and other 
organizations. Tom also served on Mount Allison 
University’s Board of Regents from 2006 to 2016, 
including terms as chair of several committees.

“Tom had always given back to his community,” 
says Sue. “He served as such a wonderful mentor 
to friends and colleagues. When we had Tom’s 
celebration of life I heard many wonderful stories 
about what a true gentleman he was and how he 
affected so many people over the years.”

The Tom Hierlihy Scholarship will support students 
from New Brunswick, and gifts to the scholarship 
are matched by the provincial government. The 
New Brunswick University Opportunities Fund 
(NBUOF) makes limited amounts of matching 
monies available to universities that are working 
with donors to create awards for students from 
the province. Sue says the match has meant they 
can grow the impact of Tom’s scholarship, making 
it a renewable award that can help students 
throughout their years at Mount Allison.

“I couldn’t have thought of anything else to 
honour Tom better than this award,” says Sue.  
“Tom was so generous with family, friends, 
community, and this scholarship is now an 
important part of his legacy.”

The first student recipient of the Tom Hierlihy 
Scholarship will be chosen in 2025-26.



University Advancement
62 York St. Sackville NB  E4L 1E2

donate@mta.ca  |  mta.ca/giving  |  1-866-890-6318

Mount Allison University is built on 
the generosity of community. 

Thank You.


